
 
 

Meet the Nominees 
For Board of Trustees and the Leadership Development Committee 

Election at the Annual Meeting, June 5, 2022 
 

 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Clyde Hardin (for second and final three-year term ending June 2025) 

After retiring from a long career in technology (mathematics and 
electrical engineering), I and my wife Iris relocated to Asheville in 
2017.  I grew up in the Washington, DC area, did my college and grad 
school work in North Carolina and Virginia, and held professional 
positions in Charlotte, southwest Ohio, and Milwaukee before landing 
in the Boston area where I lived for 33 years before retiring.  In 2019, 
we finished building our forever home, and we’re now ensconced in a 

place we can’t believe we’re lucky enough to live in.  A greater joy for us, however, are our five 
children and our three granddaughters. 
 
I’ve been a UU since the age of four, growing up in the UU Congregation of Rockville (MD).  My 
heart and soul are firmly attached to the UU tradition, and I’ve served in various leadership 
positions throughout my time at our Massachusetts congregation, the UU Church of Reading.  
That church meant – and still means – so much to us.  So, one of our “gotta haves” when we 
were considering retirement locations was that it had to have a strong UU church.  We believe 
we have found that here.  As sad as we were to leave our previous church home and our many 
dear friends there, it appears we’re now building what may be our new, forever church home 
here at UU Asheville. 
 
 
Cliff Hall (for a three-year term ending June 2025) 

Cliff Hall is a retired psychiatrist who enjoys playing Old Time Appalachian 
music on banjo and fiddle, shape-note singing, hiking, gardening, and sharing 
life’s adventures with his wife, Laura, their children, and grandchildren. 
Raised in a French Catholic family in New Orleans, Cliff has been a UU for 35 
years and joined UU Asheville four years ago. 
 
 
 



 
Will Jernigan (for a three-year term ending June 2025) 

I am Will Jernigan. My family and I began coming to UU Asheville around 
2015. I was raised in a Southern Baptist church and this was my first 
exposure to a UU church.  We are glad to call UU Asheville our home and 
have found it to be a place where we can build community, grow spiritually, 
and exercise our values.  I spend most days working as an environmental 
engineer in water conservation and renewable energy.  On some days I play 
tennis and music. On all days I am husband to Laurel, who is intelligent, 

funny, and kind; dad to Owen, a quick study with a particular strength of empathy; and dad to 
Annabelle, a high creative who keeps the family in stitches at dinner.  
 
 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Natale Polinko (for second and final three-year term ending June 2025) 

Natale Polinko's first exposure to Unitarian Universalism was in 1999 at a tiny 
congregation in Cleveland Heights, Ohio called the Unitarian Universalist 
Society of Cleveland, where she and her husband Mike Murray joined as 
members in 2000. After moving to Asheville in 2004, Natale and her family--
Mike, and children Bergen (age 20, currently a rising junior at UNC Chapel Hill) 
and Athena (age 18, currently living in Spain for her junior year of high school) 
started attending UU Asheville and became members in 2007. You may have 
seen Natale and her family walking to services on Sunday mornings, which has 

become a cherished ritual for them. 
 
Natale teaches psychology part-time at local universities, including Mars Hill, Warren Wilson, 
and most recently at AB Tech. She is also the office manager of their small family business and 
is a certified yoga and tai chi instructor. Natale enjoys being active outdoors in the WNC 
mountains and loves to travel--so she is thrilled that her children are exploring the world so 
that she has more excuses to visit new places on the globe. 
 
Natale is grateful for her connection to UU Asheville and looks forward to her continued work 
with the Leadership Development Committee. 
 


