
Joyce Hooley Bio 
 
 Joyce Hooley has been a member of UU Asheville since 2009.  She was born 
into a Mennonite community in rural Ohio and came to Unitarian Universalism after a 
sojourn with the Quakers during her medical school and pediatric residency years.  She 
is a lover of music, joined the choir when Lenora Thom was the director, and has sung 
under two music directors since then. She worked overseas off and on between the 
years 2011-2020 and may have been unknown to many in the congregation during 
those years. She is now retired, glad to be back at home in Waynesville and involved 
with UU Asheville once again.   
 
As much as she loves gathering for worship together in the Sanctuary and meeting in 
person with other members of our congregation, she found that during the pandemic the 
necessity of online Zoom meetings for “social distancing” contained a silver lining, 
actually allowing her to participate in more ways than she had previously, and enabling 
her to know many new members. Over the past two years she has been part of a 
covenant group, a UU Asheville book group, the Wednesday night Vespers and Adult 
Faith Development planning team, and is currently serving as a Worship Associate, as 
well as singing in the choir. In her leisure time, she is a writer, an avid reader, a 
gardener, a hiker, and a naturalist.  
 

In answer to the question, “Why are you motivated to be on the Ministerial 
Search team?”  Joyce writes, “I am willing to serve on this team because several 
members approached me and asked me to do so, and I took that as a kind of  ‘call.’  
While I was in Moldova, I very much enjoyed working as a volunteer with the Cultural 
Affairs department at the US Embassy in Chisinau on the team that interviewed and 
chose among candidates for Fulbright and Humphrey Scholarships, and expect that I 
will enjoy meeting and interviewing our candidates for Lead Minister.  While I believe 
that the vigor of our congregation is dependent on the members’ involvement 
themselves, I also very much understand the important role of a Lead Minister in 
motivating and inspiring us to rise to our best selves, in facilitating the capacity, vision, 
and spirit of our whole leadership team, and in representing us to the community. Thus, 
I care greatly about who we choose to lead us for through our next era.  As for my own 
preferences, I believe the families in our congregation give it much of its vitality and 
would thus favor a minister who is enthusiastic about supporting our children, families, 
and Religious Exploration programs;  I support our commitment to becoming an ”anti-
racist” congregation and would thus favor someone who has some experience with this 
work, a sophisticated understanding of the complexities involved, and spiritual 
grounding for a humble, peaceful, respectful, and inclusive approach;  I want to be 
stimulated intellectually as well as nurtured spiritually, and would thus also favor 
someone who is well-read and an articulate speaker;  and, I value music and the arts in 
our life together and hope to call a minister that supports these.   Most importantly for 
this task, I hope to be a good listener, to understand your preferences and your vision, 
and to be an effective articulator of our joint vision for life and ministry together.   
   
 


